WASHINGTON, July 5(AP). 
—The government plans to 
build a superhighway through 
the soggy bayou land of New 
Orleans Mafia boss Carlos 
Marcello, and pay his busi- 
ness empire about $160,000 for 
the property. 

The Justice Department has • 
launched a secret probe of 
the routing of the Interstate - 
410 bypass through the five 
miles of marshes held in the 
name of two firms Marcello 
controls. 

Although the route has not 
been announced publicly, The 
Associated Press has found 
that the six-lane expressway 
looping south of New Orleans 1 
already has been mapped by r 
highway officials to run across 
the Marcello marshes. 

U. S. TO PAY 90 PCT. 



. . . with his lawyer a 


.The Federal government is 
paying 90 percent of the $160,- 
000 now earmarked to buy the 
300-foot wide right - of - way 
through a stretch almost en- 
tirely controlled by. Marcello. 

Marcello, 60, long has been 
identified in Congressional tes- 
timony as the undisputed lead- 
er of the Mafia in the New 
Orleans and Gulf Coast area. 

Known as “The Little. Man” 
because of his pudgy, 5-foot-l 
stature, Marcello currently is 
waging a court battle against 
starting a two-year Federal 
prison term for striking an 
FBI agent. He also was in- 
dicted last month for illegal 
presence in this country after 
being deported in 1961. 
‘LOGICAL ROUTE’ ' 

. _ A Federal highway official 
in Louisiana conceded the 
1-410 beltway would go through 
Marcello’s holdings, but said 
it was a logical route. 

“If Judas Priest himself I 
owned some of that land, we ' 
wouldn’t have any choice ex- 
cept to set a fair price and 
negotiate with him,” the offi- 
cial said. . 

A source in the Justice De- 
partment confirmed its law- 
yers are pushing an inquiry 
to determine whether any ( 
undue influence was involved 
in the routing of the super- 
highway. In New Orleans, 

•“ where the investigation is cen- 
tered, Federal attorneys de- 
clined to comment on any de- 
tails. 

1 ROUTE UNVEILED 

The 1-410 bypass route was 
- unveiled last month at a pri- 
i vate highway briefing for area 
; officials. Bright red lines on 
official maps at Louisiana ■ 
state highway headquarters 
mark its path through the 
Marcello marshes. i 
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Highway Route Through Mafia Marshland 


Probe Launched 
Of Road Planned 
On Mafia Lands! 






